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CASE STUDY

Safety was a must when removing these  
decaying Ispwich Lombardy Poplar trees
Lombardy poplars are certainly fast-growing trees. They can grow as much as 6 feet per year., 
which makes them a popular choice when people want “living wall” screening or windbreaks to 
garden areas that are open and prone to high winds. The Lombardy poplar tree is best known for 
its column centurion style shape, elegantly guarding the roadsides and gardens of the UK. 

The project

For this project, our client had recently moved into the 
property and inherited a line of Lombardy Poplars. They sat 
across the left-hand boundary which bordered neighbours. 
This was of particular concern to the new owner, as the trees 
were extremely tall and could present a danger in the future. 
Poplar timber is naturally very soft, prone to decay and 
hollowing. This combination, along with high winds, can see a 
loss of limbs and potential damage to surrounding property.

When we inspected the trees, due to previous pruning and 
substantial reduction in the past, there were clear signs of 
hollowing and decay. With dense regrowth from the hold cut 
points and a high risk of this regrowth from snapping out, 
the trees were not safe to climb. We chose to use our superb 
RQG 18 narrow access tracked platform. We could work safely 
to reduce the regrowth down to the previous cut points. 

This access platform was our only choice with restricted 
access, The RQG 18 is a fabulous platform, highly 
manoeuvrable, and very easy to work with. 

The outcome

In Tree Surgery, knowledge 
and expertise is very important 
to protect either those who 
regularly use the location, or 
indeed the people who work 
on the tree. Without knowing 
the risks involved, climbing 
this particular tree could have 
presented a danger to our team. 
This is why we have a powerful 
arsenal of access platforms. They 
reduce the risk to our team as 
well as the local environment.
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